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A mystical
adventure to
tickle

the

spine

The Taniwha's Tear

By David Hair (HarperCollins, RRP
$22.99)

Reviewed by LESLEY SOPER

OR anyone looking for a young adult

novel to add to the reading list of the

lovers of Harry Potter, this is a very

good candidate.

[ It is actually the 2nd book in Hair's
trilogy; the first being The Bone Tiki, but Taniwha
could be read alone].

The bonus is that not only is this book a spine-
tingling, action-packed, mystical adventure starring a
gifted young teen magician, but it is set in absolutely
authentic and recognisable New Zealand settings, right
down to the te reo and the placenames.

The Gisborne region is still steeped in Maori culture, and a very believable
setting for a crossing-over into the magical land of Aotearoa, an early colonial New
Zealand where warlocks, tohunga makutu, tipua goblins and ponaturi (sea-fairies)
exist alongside a long-petrified-in-stone taniwha about to awaken.

Matiu Douglas is under a promise to help the storyteller's daughter, long ago
turned into the taniwha, and a source of great power for the one who can control her
when she awakens.

Mat is a gifted young tohunga ruanuku, with much still to learn, up against more
experienced evil magicians, and with some ungifted human friends to help.

Also on the scene is Lena, a teenager with a much lesser gift, to whom Mat is
attracted and who will play a big part in Aotearoa.

The story gets very twisted and violent as the battle between good and evil is
played out.

A New Zealand superhero and friends; just 16 and getting interested in girls more
suitable than his “unreal” friend Pania of the Reef.

Iam looking forward to Book 3 in the trilogy, and just hope that Mat’s estranged
parents get to sort themselves out as well as he does.
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