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MEDIA MONITORS

adventure
tickle
the
spine

A mystical
to

?he fanhln's Tear
By Davld llair (llarpcrGollins, RiP
322.vD
Revhwed by IESIEY SOPtn

OR anyone looking for a young adult
novel to add to the read.ing list of the
lovers ofHarry Potter, this is a very
good cantliclate.
I It is actually the 2nd book in Hair's

trilogy; the first being Thp Bone Tifti, but Taniwha
could be reacl alone].

The bonus is that not only is this book a spine-
tlngling, action-packed, mystical adventure starring a
gifted. young teen magician, but it is set in absolutely
authentic and recognisable New Zealancl settings, r ght
d,own to the te reo andthe placenames.

The Gisborne region is still steeped in Maori culture, and a very believable
setting for a crossing-over into the magical land ofAotearoa, an early colonial New
Zealandl where lvarlocks, tohunga makutu, tipua goblins and ponaturi (sea-fairies)
exist alongside a long-pehjfied-in-stone taniwha about to awaken.

Matiu Douglas is und.er a promise to help the storyteller's daughter, long ago
turneil into the tanirvha, and a source of great power for the one who can control her
when she awakens,

Mat is a gifted young tohunga ruanuku, with much still to learn, up against more
experienced evil magicians, ancl with some ungiftecl human friends to help.

Also on the scene is Lena, a teenager with a much lesser gilt, to whom Mat is
attracted and rvho will play a bj,g part in Aotearoa.

The story gets very twisted ancl violent as the batfle between good and evil is
played out.

A Nerv Zealand superhero and friend.s; just 16 and getting interested in girls more
suitable than his "unreal" frienil Pania ofthe Reef.

I amlookingforward to Book 3 in the trilogy, and just hope that Mat's estranged
parents get to sort themselves out as'a,ell as he does.

PMCA licensed copy. You may not further copy, reproduce, record, retransmit, sell, publish, distribute, share or
store this information without ihe pior written consent of the Print Media Copyright Agency. Ph +644-49&4488 Ref: 29{5995
or email info(domca.io.nz for further information.


