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Bookreview

The Taniwha’s Tear, by David Hair,
HarperCollins, $22.99.

Reviewed by Mervyn Dykes.

Here it is, the second instalment in
a compelling New Zealand fantasy
for readers aged 12 and up. This
grandfather enjoyed it immensely
and will pounce on the inevitable
number three before his mokopuna

know it's
around.

The series
blends

present-day
New Zealand
with the past
and has cen-
tral character
Matiu Douglas
slipping back
and forth be-
tween the two
worlds as he
fights a motley mix of villains
hungry for power.

His adventures take place in both
settings — the New Zealand we are
experiencing right now and the land
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of Aotearoa, where the ghosts of 19th
century settlers mingle with people
and creatures from Maori history
and legend.

“I think stories about the real and
mythic past are important in under-
standing where we’'ve come from
and who we are,” says author David
Hair. “I had a lot of fun blending the
real and the mythic to make it a
very New Zealand fantasy.”

He has produced a fulllon New
Zealand book which deals with our
land and its peoples without preten-
sion or self-consciousness. There is
nothing “twee” about it. The Taniw-
ha’s Tear is simply a rollicking good
action adventure told with a refresh-
ing maturity.

The series began with The Bone
Tiki in which Matiu, with his fast-
developing powers, has to combat
Puarata, a tohunga makutu who
practises an evil magic.

When The Taniwha’s Tear opens
a short time after those battles took
place, Matiu believes the war has
been won. Alas, it has only just

started as Puarata’s warlocks scrap
over the shards of his empire in and
around the Gisborne area.

Matiu promises to help an ancient
storyteller’s daughter, but there is
nothing straightforward about it.
The daughter is dead and has been
petrified in stone for centuries. Oh
yes, she’s no longer human. She’s a
taniwha.

There are lots of side issues along
the way. His parents are struggling
to reconcile. He’s constantly worried
for four loyal friends drawn into
Aotearoa with him - and what do
you do with a sleeping taniwha
when it awakens?

There’s a neat ending that makes
Taniwha a stand-alone tale and yet
promises several delightful
directions for book three, when it
comes.

David Hair was raised in the
Hawke’s Bay and later moved to
Wellington. He now lives in India
with his wife who is with the New
Zealand High Commission in New
Delhi.
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