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Book information

Title, subtitle The Bone Tiki

Author David Hair

Number of pages 303 pp

First Published 2009 Auckland, NZ by HarperCollins
Book Type1 Novel

Genre Family

Reading age 13t0 16

Annotation:

The Bone Tiki, New Zealand’s first fantasy-thriller, is an unusual pursuit novel because the pursuit is
through past and present. Even more unexpectedly the ‘past’ contains not only dead people but also
creatures of mythology. If people have believed in them, they exist in the ‘past’ world.

Napier schoolboy Mat (14) once felt that a pair of linked pendants he had made for his parents, using Celtic
and Maori designs, symbolised his family’s unity. Now his Pakeha mother is divorced and living in Taupo,
while Mat feels alienated from his Maori father who is obsessed with his legal work, much of it for the
menacing Mr Puarata. At a tangi (Maori funeral) Mat finds himself pocketing a bone tiki and fleeing. He has
no understanding of why he does this but soon finds Puarata in pursuit. The chase is fast, dramatic and
sometimes violent. Mat is helped by a Maori warrior named Wiri, who may have died centuries earlier, and
a clown named Kerry, who is very much alive. At first Mat is merely trying to get to Taupo but, as the
pursuit becomes more violent, he realises that they have a greater and more frightening task ahead. Their
quest leads them towards Cape Reinga, sometimes travelling by horse and cart in the past and sometimes
by car in the present — but always pursued by Puarata. The elements of the plot come together well, in the
dramatic conclusion. This is a lively and gripping thriller with a surprisingly successful mythological and
supernatural theme and a strong message of reconciliation.

Note: The many Maori legends which are important for the full enjoyment of this novel include Hakawau
Defeats the Wooden Head, Ngatoroirangi and Ngauruhoe, Pania of the Reef and Te Reinga, the Leaping
Place of the Spirits.

Trevor Aghew

Themes in this book:
Chases. Hawkes Bay region, NZ. Maori. Myths, Maori. New Zealand-history. Time travel. Waikato Region,
NZ. Northland region, NZ.

Recent Edition Information
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