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Absorbing tale of
Aotearoa’s other side

The Lost Tohunga
by David Hair,
HarperCollins,
$23.50

This is the third book in an
award-winning series
described as Maori gothic
and set in the parallel
worlds of Aotearoa-New
Zealand.

This is the most
entertaining fantasy story
set in this country I have
read.

I have been entertained
since volume one when
Matiu Douglas found
himself escaping problems
in Napier and met up with
Pania.

He went on to discover
the parallel world of
Aotearoa that had not
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progressed since the time of
Governor Grey, a world that
contains Maori mythical
figures, including the
taniwha.

Not all are there to assist
Matiu, as he endeavours to
discover his true self and
beat the warlocks who are
trying to dominate the
hidden land of Aotearoa and
today’s New Zealand.

Parts one and two were
good, but it all comes
together in this, the final of
the series.

Exceptional storytelling
about a Maori-European boy
destined, as was Harry
Potter, to achieve great
things. His struggles, with
some memorable characters
helping him to achieve his
destiny are rich with Maori
mythology and make for
great reading.

— Jain Duffy

Northern Advocate
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