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High adventure in
third instalment

Bookrcviews
The Lost Tohunga, by David Hair,
HarperCollins NZ, 524.99.
Reviewed by Mervyn Dykes.

Ajter enjoying the first two books in this
series, I knew I was in for a good read the
third time around.

Sure enough, David Hair's account of the
adventures of Matiu (Mat) Douglas in the
twin worlds of pioneer and modern-day
New Zealand goes from strength to
strength in The Lost Toh.u,n.ga.

As before, Hair deftly mixes Maori
legend with the world of computers and
ca.rs, to produce a story with a strong New
Zealand stamp that should also appeal to
readers around the world.

While the characters flit between
ancient and modern settings a-lmost as
easily as moving from one room to the
other, this is no flufff fairy tale.

There are monsters and murderers.
renegade godlets, evil magicians, vampires
and copious amounts of spilled blood.

There are also loyal friends, heroic
warriors, and mythic lovers mingled with
a few "ordinary" people who turn out to be
quite extraordinary indeed.

Mat and his friends, Riki, Wiri, Kelly
and Cass don't go looking for trouble. In
fact, they are probably only too happy to
rest from the fearsome battles in the
climax of book two, The TanhLthrr,'s Teor.

But trouble comes iookingfor them.
The demise of the evil magician Puarata

has created a power vacuum, which has
his former minions hungry for power and
squabbling over his secrets. Somehow Mat,
who is supposed to be studying for an

exam, has to thwart them and rescue
Ngatoro, the lost tohunga of the tiUe.

The action comes fast and furious in and
around Taupo and Rotoma - sometimes in
the modern world and sometimes in
Aotearoa, a land where New Zealand's
early history comes alive.

The ending is strong and satisfying and
yet remains open enough to hint at a
fourth book to resolve a few unsettled
questions. Get writing, Mr Hair. We're
waiting.
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