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Bookseliers list of best-selling New Zaaland

by Kristine Walsh

E lean, lanky figure

I that was last month

poking around Gisborne’s

shoreline could have been

accused of operating under a
cloak of subterfuge.

Though the itinerary that
took him from the beach to
places like Cook’s landing site
and the historic Matawhero
Church looked like a tourist’s
manifesto, it was nothing of
the sort. It was, instead, the
mapping of the supernatural
story soon to emerge from David
Hair’s head.

In town to visit family as
well as research his new novel
for young adults, Hair won’t
reveal much about the story
he is developing. Suffice to say
there will be a taniwha, some
romance and a dark tale about
the temptations of power.

It will all emerge over the next
few months as Hair taps away
at his laptop in his temporary
home in New Delhi, India.

In the meantime he is focus-
ing on promoting his debut
novel, The Bone Tiki, a tale of
a mythological Maori warrior
who emerges from the past to
protect a young boy who faces a
terrifying tohunga.

Described as “a breathtaking
adventure set in two parallel New
Zealands”, Tiki follows Napier teen Matiu
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Mythology informs supernatural story

Msori warrior fom the anclent pest jolfis forces with a moderm-day tsen in Devid Hair's debut novel for young adults, which last week mede No, 2 on the

Douglas as he goes on the run to protect
the magical bone tiki of the book’s title
from the power-hungry Puarata.

Switching in flashes from ancient
to modern-day Aotearoa, Tiki features
breathless cross-country chases and gore
galore. It’s just the sort of Tolkeinesque
fantasy Hair says he loved reading as a kid
and he makes no apology for the darkness
of his tale.

Though his own Maori ancestry is
infinitesimal, the influences he absorbed
growing up in New Zealand injected the
book’s indigenous feel, he says.

“We used to holiday at my grandmother’s
place in Rotorua and, being part-Maori,
that was in a lot of the myths and legends
she used to tell us,” he told The Gisborne

Herald before Tiki was launched in April.

“She used to walk everywhere and as we’d
follow her around, she would say things
like ‘there’s a taniwha in that mud pool’ . . .
that really fired our imaginations.”

Partly because of that, it felt natural to
believe that mythological creatures lurked
around every corner, he says.

“I guess Bone Tiki grew out of that.”

That the book got written at all is a bit
of a story in itself, given its unlikely origins
from the imagination of a Hawke’s Bay-
raised, Wellington-based financial planner.

Hair says though his head was full of
ideas, he never had much time to write
until two years ago when he moved to India
with his new wife, former Gisborne woman
Kerry Greig, who manages Immigration
New Zealand’s New Delhi branch.

The Bone Tiki already existed — Hair
had written a first draft in 2002. But after
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it was rejected by publishers, he had “tossed
it in the corner and had a bit of a sulk”.
Years later Greig read it, liked it and
encouraged him to have another go — so he
did. Despite embarking on an
intensive course of study to beef
up his finance qualifications,
he felt that as an official “kept
man”, he had enough time on
his hands.
By mid-2007 he had refined
it enough to send it off to
publisher HarperCollins.
By the time he and Greig
were preparing to head home
for their annual Christmas
holiday, he had himself a
contract.
“I'd had the idea for a long
time, it was just a matter of
finding space in my life to do

it and India gave me that,” he
said.

But for a workaholic who
regularly laboured until
midnight when he worked in
finance, just the one novel was
never going to be enough.

Hair is negotiating a contract
to complete sequels in the
Bone Tiki series. The taniwha
story will be the second and he
has already written the third,
one deemed even darker and
scarier than Tiki.

He is also at work on a trilogy
of fantasy novels for adult
readers, with the first already
at second draft stage.

“That series is a lot of fun,”
Hair says.

“It is completely set in a
fantasy world where East
meets West and the inevitable
conflict results.”

Meanwhile, when Hair head-
ed back to India after his visit
to New Zealand, he had a bit
of cross-cultural adornment of
his own.

“When we called in at
Whakatane on the way to
Gisborne, my brother-in-
law (artist Ian McKelvey)
presented me with a pendant
he had carved,” he said.

“It’s an amazing bone tiki.”
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SUPERNATURAL STORY: Writer David Hair says his new novel for young adults, The Bone Tiki, draws on the
New Zealand mythology he learned about as a child. Picture by Paul Rickard

® The Bone Tiki (HarperCollins), by David
Hair, is out now.

£ The taniwha looked even
larger in the momning light, too
large for the river he lay in.
Cold breath hissed from his
huge maw, stinking of rotting
fish and deep, deep water
caverns. His eyes were huge,
massive orbs that glistened
like giant glass marbles

and his hide, dripping with
greenish river slime, was
pitted and rough hewn ¥

— DAVID HAIR. THE BONE TIKI
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