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In my review of the first book
in this series (see tlagpies, May

2011) I noted that its modern-doy
charaders ad and behove rother
younger than their oduol ogu,
but in book two u,e are left in no
doubt that this is a futt-btown
young adutt novet. l7-year-otd
Vikram takes part in a televised
game show a contemporary ver-
sion of the swayamvarati in which
he sets out to win a maniage to

Sunita, ostensibty a washed-up

actor but in reality a reincarna-

tion of Vikram's otd love in past

tives: Padma. Readers of the first
votume may recatl Vikram saying
that we're .. . sometima octors in
o ploy that keeps repeoting, over
and overi an apt description of the
Ghost Bride since the theme of
good versus evil of book one con-

tinues to ptay out in famitiar ways

in book two, in a narrative which
coutd rightty be ctassified in filmic
terms as being one of iolence and

fontasy honor
Nonethetess David Hair brings

freshness to the ongoing saga of
the return of the sorcerer-king
Ravana-here tiving lives as a

drug tord (2010) and as an imam
(1192)-by his sensory evocation
of contemporary India. He reveals

that India shares a worldwide

obsession with so-catled rea[-

ity tetevision but, even more

memorabty, he creates impres-
sive word pictures of peopte and
places, epitomised by Ras's arrival
in Mumbai: Idlfs truck crawled
into Llumboi on Highway 8, the
opprooch to the city o huge multi-
lone procession of overposses that
Ieapt overjhuggis and slums like
the flight-poth of o skipping stane
... lighB glowed from the buildings
ond streetlights, in oportments ond
shops and hoteb ond on into the

distonce. If she wasn't so scored, it
might have been the most beouti-

fulthing she hod ever seen... Hair
himsetf characterises his book as

'entertainment' and entertaining it
certainty is. His btend of history,
fantasy and everyday India gives

colour and depth to this most
readabte and, at times, disquieting
narrative. Recommended.
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