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The Ghost Bride: Book 2, The
Return of Ravana (2011)
David Hair, Penguin, 276pp.
978 0 14 356599 4 $25.00 Pb

In my review of the first book

in this series (see Magpies, May
2011) I noted that its modern-day
characters act and behave rather
younger than their actual ages,
but in book two we are left in no
doubt that this is a full-blown
young adult novel. 17-year-old
Vikram takes part in a televised
game show, a contemporary ver-
sion of the swayamvarati in which
he sets out to win a marriage to

Sunita, ostensibly a washed-up
actor but in reality a reincarna-
tion of Vikram’s old love in past
lives: Padma. Readers of the first
volume may recall Vikram saying
that we're ... sometimes actors in
a play that keeps repeating, over
and over, an apt description of The
Ghost Bride since the theme of
good versus evil of book one con-
tinues to play out in familiar ways
in book two, in a narrative which
could rightly be classified in filmic
terms as being one of violence and
fantasy horror.

Nonetheless David Hair brings

Tuesday 1/11/2011

Section: Supplements

Region: New Zealand Circulation: 7,000
Type: Magazines Lifestyle

Size: 125.41 sq.cms.

Frequency: Bi monthly

freshness to the ongoing saga of
the return of the sorcerer-king
Ravana—here living lives as a
drug lord (2010) and as an imam
(1192)—by his sensory evocation
of contemporary India. He reveals
that India shares a worldwide
obsession with so-called real-

ity television but, even more
memorably, he creates impres-
sive word pictures of people and
places, epitomised by Ras’s arrival
in Mumbai: Idli's truck crawled
into Mumbai on Highway 8, the
approach to the city a huge multi-
lane procession of overpasses that
leapt over jhuggis and slums like
the flight-path of a skipping stone
... lights glowed from the buildings
and streetlights, in apartments and
shops and hotels and on into the
distance. If she wasn't so scared, it
might have been the most beauti-
ful thing she had ever seen... Hair
himself characterises his book as
‘entertainment’ and entertaining it
certainly is. His blend of history,
fantasy and everyday India gives
colour and depth to this most
readable and, at times, disquieting
narrative. Recommended.

Bill Nagelkerke, Christchurch
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