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Ravana is reincarnated to
chase enemies from previous
life and the action oscillates
from Mumbai to Rajput courts

 MAGANDEEP SINGH
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' David Hair is a manon a
mmmn What seemed

like a cute little nostalgic
piece by an author in his first
book, a sort of a commemora-
tive thank vou to his abode of

few vears, is now showing itself

in better light, and it 15 not
something that can be so easily
relegated as was Initially imag-
ined.

The man knows India, for one.
No soul could so well capture
the essence of our country in
their writings were they not
born Indian in one of
their reincarnations.
For the visuals are
fantastically recreat-
ed, descriptive with-
out being a drag. One
can feel the buzz of
the scenario, some-
thing that is crucial
to recreate when por-
traying India.

The book starts
with Ravana rising
again, back at
Mehrangarh, where
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dom). Meanwhile, the plot thick-
ens as there seem to be more
people involved in the plot than
have ever been before and
Vikram tries fo string it all
together as he pursues a
swayamvara for a local
Bollywood semi-starlet. The
drama of a reality show is well
portrayed as also the fight
sequences towards the end of
the book.

The most interesting bit for
me in the book was the way the
author links his stories to the
history of India. So intricately,
the story of Ram and
Lakshman, or Vikram and
Amanjeet, or Aram and Shastri,
or Chand and Prithvi is woven
into his fiction about reincarna-
tion and revenge, that some-
t}m@s it blurs the lines between
the mythic and the real.

This book. second in
the series, ends on a
very suggestive note
that a third will follow
close in ifs heels,

Even though [ may be
well bevond the intend-
ed iarget age group, I
can’t wait to read it.

S0, anvthing to not
like about the book?
One thing for sure: the
cover. [t is horribly scar-

he lay defeated. His
reincarnation in present day
Mumbai is an underworld don.
The only difference is that this
fime he has found the heart
stone for his missing bride and
hence feels surer of being closer
to gaining immortality through
sacrificing all his queens.
Meanwhile Vikram  and
Amanijeet are continuing with
their lives, still somewhat
scarred by the events of their
past in Jodhpur, always on the
lookout for the new reincarna-
tion of their sworn enemy (who
will later turn up as the local

The secondary reason
I read the book so fast was just
s0 to avoid having to see this on
my bedside table. At best, it
resembles the face of a dead
woman with a hairy chest.
Sorry Lhad to bring that up. You
may forgive me never, but read
the book, or buy it for someone
who is voung amd eager and
looking for a fun read, and does-
't live his life sadly and solely
online or mmmersed in some
video game,
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