The book inside

DAVID HAIR TALKS TO CARLA AMOS ABOUT THE BOOK HE'S BEEN
CARRYING AROUND INSIDE HIS HEAD FOR YEARS

WHILE THE Bone Tiki “has been burning a hole inside” of new author David
Hair for some time, the question setting my mind alight is ‘how does a finance
wizard conjure up fantastical fiction?’

“I work with numbers, but subconsciously I'm off with the fairies,” is Hair's
answer. “We're not a sum total of what we do professionally. This is my private-
life persona.”

But the overlapping can get blurry. Within two years Hair had met and
married his wife, Kerry, followed her from Wellington to New Delhi (where she
works with the New Zealand High Commission), submitted The Bone Tiki for
publication and watched it hit the shelves. He is now back in New Zealand for
a fleeting visit to promote his debut “adventure/action/fantasy teen novel".

“It was always a teen novel — the age when everything matters. | wanted it to
be a sense-of-wonder novel, and there's no better protagonist than a teenager.”
That said, the book is picking up an adult following — something Hair has no
problem with: “I have no lack of confidence in recommending it to adults.”

The Bone Tiki follows Napier teenager Matiu Douglas, who is on the run
from a tohunga makutu (evil magician) after stealing a treasured
tiki. The chase is fast-paced and tension-filled as Mat gathers
allies — human and inhuman, alive and dead — while clambering
through bush and rivers on his way north.

“Puarata [the tohunga makutu] came from the old legend
of the magical wooden head,” says Hair. “He could control
the head and use it to kill any attackers.” Hair's Puarata is
remorseless as he goes to any length to gets his hands on the
‘precious tiki — whether in Mat’s world or the magical land of
ancient Maori/settler New Zealand that Hair calls Aotearoa.

“I loved the idea that the land can remember stuff that's happened,” he
says. “You can turn a corner in the present and discover something from the
past, but also that it can turn the corner from the other direction.”

Hair studied history and classical studies and has visited most of New
Zealand - both undertakings ignited a fascination with Maori legends.

“The idea for Bone Tiki came from being fascinated by the idea that all
the ghosts in New Zealand end up in Cape Reinga [the departing place of the
dead in Maori myth]. | wanted to capture that magic place for teenagers that
forests and rivers have creatures in them,” he says.

“I read a lot of New Zealand history and my history degree included
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papers on it. It's all here — Maori myths and
legends always fertilise ideas. It’s a living
culture.”

And for Hair, it's all about the research.
“Writing is 80 percent preparation,” he says.
“You need a full chapter plan and character
profiles. | take a lot to that stage then pick
and chose what I'm doing while I'm writing.”

Hair gulps at the mention of authors
who ‘don’t know their ending because their
characters write the story’ “A planned sort
of storytelling is my thing and | will continue
to tell it that way,” he says. “| tried it once,
writing blank, and it just veered off. For me it
didn’t work. I'm more into working with distinct scenes and distinct
outcomes. For example, with a thriller, you have to structure it so that a
whole lot of people end up at the one place at one
point in time.”

But this number-cruncher is not all work and no
play. It is Sunday morning and the long, lean Hair is in
his Sunday best — jeans, polo top and casual jacket. The
only tie is in his shoelaces. He seems suited to his newer
life, that of ‘published author.

He's got the tricks down anyway. Hair uses wit to
explain his parallel worlds in the book. Manu, an ancient
Maori, explains his penchant for new-world pastimes to
Mat: “I try to get to Hamilton when | can. The Pakeha have brought many bad
things to this country, but the beer is good, and | like rugby."

“Aren’t you a little conspicuous?” Mat asks Manu.

“You ever been to Rugby Park, bro? Believe me, some of the brothers at
the rugby look way more native than me!”

Hair says he is “pretty happy” with how The Bone Tiki worked out and he
is already plotting book two.

“I have a book two void, but as I've said I've got no shortage of ideas.
When | get back [to India] | will get straight into my formal chapter structure.”

Ah, the pencil-pusher returneth.
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